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ROMA TOMATOES

FL's roma tomato volume is on the lighter side this week as some
growers gap during the transition to areas south of R/P. Lipman
has already made the move and has been harvesting in Labelle.
We have about 10 days to go in Labelle but will start on the
Naples farms within the next week. Current sizing is down a little
from what it was- less jumbos and more XL and L fruit but quality
has cleaned up and looks to be very nice from the Naples crops.
Look for production to be a little more steady next week.    
Product is short in MX this week as both Baja and East MX are
seeing supply drop off for the season. We're waiting for West
Mexico to start  in a light way somewhere between December
13th and 20th, with more seasonal volume after the New Year.  
Current quality ranges from average to not so good as growers
push the pack to fill orders. 
 
ROUND TOMATOES

As an industry, volume and sizing are down a little in FL this week,
primarily due to cooler temperatures. A few growers that are still
going in P/R and will gap before they get started in more southern
areas.  Lipman is harvesting in both Labelle and Naples this week.
We'll carry on in Labelle for another two weeks, but will then be in
the Naples farms for the next several weeks. Quality is great, but
sizing is down due to cool weather and rain with a limited
percentage of anything larger than a 5x6.   In the West,  East MX
and Baja still have fruit but volume is declining and quality is just
okay.  We're anxiously awaiting the Culiacan area to get started  
in a  light way between December 13th and 20th, with volume
after the new year. 

GRAPE  TOMATOES

Grape tomatoes continue to be very short in both the East and
West. Low temps in the 40’s & 50’s keep cycling in south FL and
have significantly slowed down grape tomato production.  As an
industry, production in s currently about 1/2 of what it was the
same time last year.  Lipman will still harvest in Labelle for
another week or so but has also started in Naples. At this point,
yields are down but the quality is very nice.  MX's volume also
remains light and late.  There are a few grapes coming out of
Sinaloa now, but the majority of growers are running late due to
the Fall  hurricane's impact.  We expect to see more adequate 

CONTINUED ON THE  NEXT PAGE

COLORED BELL PEPPERS

Red, yellow and orange bells have become very snug this week.
Central MX 's production has been limited by cold and cloudy  
weather and we're seeing more green cast on inbound fruit.  We
should see improvements in about two weeks and much better
availability by the early part of January, when the west MX crops
are expected to come online. 

TOV
TOV supply out of MX is enough to meet demand this week, but
we do expect to see supply lighten up as we reach the upcoming
coldest, darkest time of the year where supply usually becomes
snug. 

GREEN BELL PEPPERS

Surprisingly, there's still a little GA fruit available as some
growers didn't get hit with the recent hard freeze, but they
should be wrapping up  shortly. The majority of Eastern
availability is coming from FL. There's a lot of jumbo and 2X
sizing this week, as many are in crown picks, but there are also
adequate levels of choice and smaller fruit as older plantings
get cleaned up. It's the XL size that is slightly snug but available.  
There have been some bruising concerns on the south FL
product, as they have encountered a couple rounds of rain, but
overall quality is still stronger than anything remaining in GA.    
In the West, peppers have made the transition to MX. Some
growers have started earlier than originally planned and supply
is strong.   Quality and sizing options are good as well. The CA
desert will carry on for another week also. 

numbers by the end of the month. Quality has been just so-so
out of MX, as is common when supply is so short and growers
push to fill the orders. 



YELLOW & ZUCCHINI SQUASH
 
With GA completely out of the way, Plant City between fields
and south FL crops impacted by recent rains, Eastern squash
volume continues at lighter levels. We should see a little more
fruit in the next 7-10 days.  Quality is average.   Looking to the
West, supply remains snug as production transitions from
Sonora to Sinaloa. Volume will gradually increase over the next
few weeks as more Sinaloa-area growers come online with
seasonal levels available by the end of the month. 

HARD SQUASH

There are still a few growers with storage crops in the East, but
quality is varied.  Most will be looking West for supply until the
Honduran program starts in  January.  In the West, Sonora and
Sinaloa are both in season, providing good volume.  We've
seen some acorn with excessive ground scar, but good quality
is available on acorn, butternut, spaghetti and kabocha with a
variety of sizing options. 

EGGPLANT 

Plant City's eggplant volumes are lighter than usual this year,
but we are beginning to see a few more eggs available in south
FL where production will continue through the Winter months.  
Mainland MX's supply continues to gradually increase and is
nearing seasonal levels with nice-quality fruit. The CA desert is
also trickling along for another 7-10 days, making it a record-
long season for them. 

ORGANIC GRAPE TOMATOES 

Organic grape tomatoes are still very limited. Guasave has
started in a light way, but there's really not much volume at
this point.  Fortunately, it looks like Culiacan will get started in
the next couple of weeks and help to bring supply back to
more reasonable levels. 

ORGANIC ROMA

Organic roma supply is holding pretty steady in Baja and
Central MX.  We'll see Western Mainland MX start up in the
next few weeks, taking up where Baja leaves off. Quality is solid
although most of the fruit is coming in at a very light color
stage. 

CUCUMBERS

As Fall crops begin to wind down, FL's cucumber supply is
lightening up. There will still be a few FL cucs  here and there,
but the bulk of volume will move to Honduras by late
December. We expect to see a little of the import product as
early as next week but they won't be at full volume until the
end of the month.  Current quality is still pretty nice, but there
are less supers being harvested now.  Western cucumber
production is a bit lighter as cooler weather has slowed
production.  Quality and color continue to be very nice though. 

CHILI PEPPERS 

Eastern chili pepper volumes are pretty good for this time of
year, although not all varieties are available (no tomatillos and
not a lot of serranos).  Plant City, Immokalee and the East
Coast all have some product with jalapenos being the most
plentiful. Plant City is the area with the most volume and
varieties and they should continue through December, when
they will then leave supply to south FL.   In the West,  volumes
are picking up out of Mainland MX and should continue to do
so for the next few weeks. Jalapenos and serranos are the
most plentiful with poblanos still being a bit snug. However,
growers are just getting started with poblanos, so we should
their availability improve over the next few weeks as well.  

ORGANIC MINI CUCUMBERS

Cooler weather in Mainland MX has slowed down the harvests
on mini cucumbers crossing into Nogales. Supply is adequate
but volume deals have disappeared.  Baja is also still in
production. 

ORGANIC MINI SWEET PEPPERS

Organic mini sweets look to be limited through the end of the
year. Growers in the Sinaloa area have normally started by
now, but the prior hurricane has set them back with an
adjusted start date of first week of January. The current color
mix is not optimal, as there are only a few oranges available. 

CALABACITA

Calabacita is also in a snug spot, but should see improvements
over the next week or two. 

GREEN BEANS

Eastern green bean supply is somewhere between light and
moderate. With GA out of the deal now, it's up to south FL, the
Lake area and north FL to provide supply and it is mostly
adequate.  Quality has been nice with no major issues.  After
experiencing a bit of a flush, bean farms in Mainland MX are in a
lighter spot  this week, in part, due to the effects of the prior
weather.  Quality is just average but should clean up as they roll
into new blocks by the first week of January. 



Our Crimson tomatoes add a great

pop of cherry red color to your

grocery basket, but they're even

more exciting and versatile once

you get them home!

Don't forget to #addatomato to your

grocery list this weekend!

WWW.INSTAGRAM.COM

LIPMAN FAMILY FARM’S CRIMSON TOMATO

L I P M A N  I N  T H E  N E W S

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/addatomato/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0UpegouWGk/


With COVID less of a threat than in previous years
and inflation moderating, consumers are ready to
resume holiday celebrating in a more-traditional
fashion. 
Shoppers are looking to splurge on key holiday
meal ingredients, including desserts, appetizers,
beverages and seasonal offerings, according to a
holiday report from Kroger-owned data science
firm 84.51°.

Prices, however, remain top of mind. So, focusing
on value in holiday offerings will be a good way to
drive sales, the report noted. In-store product
sampling is also a smart way to encourage trial. 
Shining a spotlight on the bakery might be a wise
idea during the holiday season. Forty-two percent
of consumers surveyed said they plan to splurge
on seasonal desserts, 84.51° found, “as shoppers
strive to strike a balance between enjoying special
treats and maintaining financial prudence.”
A quarter of shoppers, the report found, plan to
splurge on appetizers. 

WINSIGHTGROCERYBUSINESS.COM

CONSUMERS SEEK VALUE, WITH A HEAPING
SIDE OF CONVENIENCE, THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

N E W S  I N  T H E  P R O D U C E  I N D U S T R Y

By Russell Redman 
Oct. 03, 2023

When it comes to main dishes, spiral hams, king
crabs and bone-in turkey breast over-index in
percentage of total Kroger sales in December, the
report found. 

Side dishes have some variance in whether people
prefer to make them from scratch or purchase them
already prepared. More than three-quarters (77%) of
those surveyed said they intend to make mashed
potatoes in their home kitchens, for example, but
just 19% said the same for cranberry sauce, 42% for
pies and stuffing, and 46% said they plan to make
their own gravy. 

“Empower and inspire shoppers with strategic
approaches that combine inspiration and
convenience with expertise,” 84.51° said. 

READ MORE HERE

https://www.winsightgrocerybusiness.com/prepared-foods-holiday-rescue-2023/consumers-seek-value-heaping-side-convenience-holiday-season
https://www.winsightgrocerybusiness.com/profile/russell-redman
https://www.winsightgrocerybusiness.com/prepared-foods-holiday-rescue-2023/consumers-seek-value-heaping-side-convenience-holiday-season


UPCOMING
EVENTS:

QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEWSLETTER? EMAIL: MAGGIE.BARTHOLOW@LIPMANFAMILYFARMS.COM

Check out our most

recent food TikTok!

a delicious tomato chickpea dip with

carglic and feta! The oerfect crowd

pleaser for these holiday games.

March 7-9, 2024
Southern Exposure Show
Tampa, Florida

https://www.tiktok.com/@lipmanfamilyfarms/video/7285849478286855466?lang=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@lipmanfamilyfarms/video/7285849478286855466?lang=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@lipmanfamilyfarms/video/7285849478286855466?lang=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@lipmanfamilyfarms/video/7285849478286855466?lang=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@lipmanfamilyfarms/video/7285849478286855466?lang=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@lipmanfamilyfarms/video/7285849478286855466?lang=en

